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Lunch with Coach Weber
Around seventy Topeka Area Catbackers gathered at the Topeka
Downtown Ramada Inn on Monday, November 4th, to hear K-State
men’s basketball coach, Bruce Weber, talk about this year’s team and
coaching in general. “Basketball is a simple game—if you tweak it too
much, you mess it up”, stated Weber.
He talked about the newcomers to the team and said the overall athleticism
has picked up on the team, but that doesn’t always equate to winning
games. K-State, he said, will need the experienced guys to play well
and he feels the “X-factors” are Nino (Williams), Omari (Lawrence) and
DJ (Johnson). Weber says that because we don’t have a real tall player,
everyone else on the team is going to have to try to rebound and that
could be a critical factor in the success of the team.
Weber says that he reminds the players every day about the loss to North Dakota State the football team
suffered in their first outing of the year. “If we don’t take care of business, I tell them that could happen
to us, too!” He spoke about a motivational speaker the team listened to recently and said that “we are
trying to get them mentally tough for a long season”.
Coach took questions from the audience and was asked if the success of the football team helped in
recruiting for basketball. He indicated that success in all sports helps him recruit and the new practice
facility is an even bigger draw. The expanding number of flights into and out of the Manhattan airport
helps as well, because they can bring kids in without having a 2-hour drive to the KC airport on both
ends.
Several attendees won door prizes with the grand prize, won by Clancy Norris, was a K-State purple
and white basketball signed by Coach Weber. We want to thank everyone that attended and for showing
your support and pride for Kansas State University.
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Member Spotlight
By Linda Hubbard
If you are looking for someone with lots of experience in setting up for the
Annual Catbacker Family BBQ, Neal Spencer, outgoing President of the
Topeka Area Catbacker club, would surely be your man!
Neal says that his Grandpa, Bud Spencer, who was one of the original founding
members of the club, took him and his sister to the First Annual BBQ held at
the Knights of Columbus. He was only 5 or 6 years old at the time, but when
he turned 10 Grandpa put him to work helping set things up for the events. He
has been doing that ever since, as well as many other duties as Club President.
Neal attended KSU from 1995-2000 and majored in Business Management.
He is currently owner and CEO of Ernest-Spencer Metals in Meridan, KS. He and his wife, Cora, also own The
Eclective in NOTO, as well as several other businesses. They knew each other in high school but didn’t start dating
until they were at K-State. They’ve been married for 13 years and have three children; Elsie (8), Layla (7) and
Emmet (4).
One of Neal’s favorite memories from his time at K-State was beating Nebraska in football in 1998. It was a win
fans had been waiting for a long time, and as he recalls we beat Nebraska the next year as well. It was a snowy game
but the fans didn’t care, they just wanted the streak of two wins!
Neal and his family have attended several of the bowl games, and this years game in Tempe, AZ. was very exciting
because it was the first bowl victory in 11 years and against a team with the caliber of Michigan! Another exciting
memory of Neal’s was the day when, as Catbacker President, he contacted Asst. AD Chad Weiberg to set up a
meeting to discuss a luncheon event. Weiberg said he couldn’t meet that day because he would be on the plane to
Ft. Worth, so Neal offered jokingly to ride along so they could talk. Well, much to his surprise Weiberg said “Be in
Manhattan at 8:30 and go with the team.” Like most of us, Neal didn’t turn down the opportunity!
Neal is stepping down as Catbacker President, but will remain on the board. He’d like to encourage any nonmembers to join the club. It’s a great way to support the University and also a great way to build ‘community’ with
others who are as passionate about Kansas State as he is!

KSU vs. KU Bus Trip

On November 30th, a bus full of 31 eager K-State fans from both the Topeka area as well as the Manhattan area, left
Topeka and headed to Lawrence, KS. The weather turned out beautiful and the afternoon ended with a great victory
for K-State.
Everyone enjoyed a barbeque tailgate, organized by the club, and on the way home there were snacks and door
prizes. The grand prize, won by Cecil Stout, was an 150th Anniversary Cookbook from K-State. The atmosphere
was great as it’s always more enjoyable to come home with a victory. All were very appreciative to attend the game
without the stress of driving and parking.
Thank you to everyone who went on the trip, especially the loyal members who don’t miss the annual bus trip.
Special thanks to Earlene J. Jirik for being the clubs Bus Trip Coordinator. Great job!
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Topeka Area Catbackers Club Events
February 15th - KSU vs. Baylor Watch Party
Please join us at Jeremiah Bullfrog’s Live, Gage Shopping Center, Topeka, on Saturday to cheer on
the Wildcats. We will have the upper seating area reserved and all TV’s on the game. Game time is
scheduled for 6:00pm, so come early to get the best seat.

July 24th - Annual Golf Tournament at Firekeeper Golf Course
August 4th - Annual Family BBQ and Auction at the Expo Centre
Mark your calendars for both events and look for more details to follow in future newsletters.

If you have not renewed your membership, this will be your last newsletter.
Please mail renewal form and dues of $20 to the address listed to the right.
Make checks payable to: Kansas State Catbackers Inc.
A membership renewal form can be found on our website:

www.topekaareacatbackers.com
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Topeka, KS 66604
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