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BBQ photos by Keith Horinek

Annual Family BBQ and Auction

On Monday, August 4th, the 32nd Annual Family Barbecue was held at the Kansas ExpoCentre with more
than 500 Catbackers enjoying wonderful food that was provided by Corn Crib Catering in Corning, KS., along
with kids games, a silent and live auction, vendors and speakers.
Athletic Director, John Currie, spoke about all the new changes ahead for K-State which includes the new
Vanier complex and North End Zone project that will begin at the end of this football season.
We heard from men’s basketball coach Bruce Weber, who spoke with excitement about this years’s team
which will have more athleticism and height. Coach Weber left the event early for St. Louis, where he threw
out the first pitch at the Cardinals game the next day. Basketball players DJ Johnson, Jevon Thomas and Wesley
Iwundu entertained the crowd with stories about their teammates, getting healthy and how they are ready to get the
season started.
The evening ended with women’s basketball coach, Jeff Mittie, praising his team for their work ethic and
how many of the players spent extra time in the gym working on plays and bonding as a team. He also shared with
the crowd that Topeka was where he met his wife Shawna. She was playing volleyball and basketball at Washburn
University at the time.

Catbacker Golf Tournament
On Thursday, July 24th, we held our annual golf tournament at the Firekeeper Golf Course in Mayetta, KS.
There were 90 golfers enjoying the beautiful weather for a morning shotgun start. Each player received a tournament
gift as well as a luncheon with guest speaker Brooks Barta, former linebacker for Kansas State. The Classy Cats joined
the fun and assisted with individual hole contests. The club would like to give a special THANK YOU to all the golf
tournament and family barbecue sponsors this year, it’s very much appreciated.
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Member Spotlight
By Jody Roberts
We recently caught up with both Bob Domer and Karen
Domer. They were one of five families that founded the original
Kaw Valley Catbackers, which was the first Kansas State
Catbacker Club. The families gathered at each others homes and
organized the first Family Picnic and Golf Tournament.
Karen recalls loading bales of hay in their truck and
setting them up at the Knights of Columbus Picnic grounds for
attendees to sit on. They received help from many individuals
with printing, catering, a sound system and lighting. Several
were friends and business owners willing to donate their time and talent. It
was nothing fancy during those early years, but for these founding families it
was very exciting to see their plans and dreams become a reality.
Bob remembers the event was attended by several coaches and players,
which created excitement and certainly helped the attendance. It was exciting
for the young kids to line up for players autographs, and equally thrilling for
the adults. Soon they outgrew that area and moved the event to Ag Hall on the
ExpoCentre grounds and added the auction.
Bob and Karen both grew up in the same town, so they were childhood
friends. Karen started at K-State in 1959, majoring in Elementary Education.
She took time off from school to raise their two sons, and worked at Jardine
Terrace. Bob started in 1961, majoring in Veterinary Medicine, and graduated
in 1967. Bob worked weekends at the Dairy Barn and evenings at the Mobil
station at 17th & Poyntz.
One of Karen’s best memories at K-State was the noise level at the
Ahearn Fieldhouse . “It was deafening”, she recalls. Bob’s favorite memories
was his freshman year when K-State beat KU in basketball and the following day the campus was barricaded. No
one went to class that day. The other highlight was going to the basement of Waters Hall for ice cream between
classes.
Bob was instrumental in the agricultural events, from the 4-H clubs to livestock activities. He organized
and brought many events to the 4-H Fairgrounds in Topeka, now the site of the Kansas ExpoCentre. He was the
first President of the ExpoCentre Board and the Livestock Arena was named after him for his many hours of time
and devotion to livestock activities, including the Kansas Rodeo. Bob is still practicing veterinary medicine,
specializing in the treatment of horses only.
Karen is retired from Kansas Animal Health Department, as the Emergency Planner for animal disease.
She is proud to say they are a family of four generations of K-Staters, starting with her father, class of ’39, and they
recently added two granddaughters to the list of alums.
We all say “Thanks” to Bob and Karen for having the insight to form this club and help us to increase
awareness of K-State.
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Vanier Complex Tour
On Sunday, July 27th, more than 50 Catbackers of all ages enjoyed a
tour of the Vanier Football complex. The group was escorted by Matt Giller,
with the Ahearn Fund, and Lauren Henricks, football student secretary. We
toured the team meeting room, Coach Snyder’s office, equipment rooms, locker
room, weight room and then walked the tunnel out onto the field.
One of the highlights was hearing from equipment manager Al Cerbe,
who explained what it takes to move the equipment and players to an away
game, and what it takes to prepare for a home game. We were shown the
trunks that all the equipment is packed in before they are loaded on to the semi
trailer. He also explained the process of checking each players gear for safety,
sanitizing game helmets, and how he fits each player for the correct shoes. Al
is very excited about the new Vanier Complex, that will be built following this
football season, because his area will triple in size.

Wine Tasting Event
On an absolutely gorgeous July 30th evening, more than 80 Catbackers gathered at Glacier’s Edge Vineyard
and Winery for a wine tasting event. There were six different wines to taste and they ranged from very dry to very
sweet. Along with the wine were several varieties of cheeses, fruits and mini sandwiches to enjoy. The most popular
drink of the evening were the wine slushes made with their Sunbelt wine.
The group enjoyed a question and answer session with the owners about everything from growing grapes
and agricultural overspray, to their plans to expand the tasting room. The winery is owned by K-State Alums Mike
and Lisa Steinert. They officially opened Memorial Day weekend and, at this time, their wine is only available at the
Vineyard. Glacier’s Edge is open weekends and by appointment. They are located at 1636 SE 85th in Wakarusa.

Topeka Area Catbacker members, Lori Rognlie and Amy Kolling,
were in Manhattan on Oct. 2nd to presented Coach Snyder with his
giant birthday card. Lori brought cookies decoracted like Powercats
for the crowd who stayed to watch the weekly radio show.

Watch Party
On Saturday, September 6th, more than 50 K-State football fans
joined the Topeka Area Catbackers at Jeremiah Bullfrog’s Live at the Gage
Center location to watch the Wildcats take on the Iowa State Cyclones.
With a tailgating flag flying in the parking lot and pennants draped over the
adjacent fence, our presence was announced to the shopping center. Upstairs
in the loft area, all the tables were filled with purple-clad fans as the tense
game progressed. We were loud and very happy at the outcome!!
At halftime, club president Lori Rognlie, took the microphone to
announce winning numbers for door prizes. We gave away glasses, koozies
with the club logo, other items from the club’s treasure box and signed
photographs from member Scott Sewell who specializes in sports action
photography.
Another watch party is scheduled for Saturday, October 18th at the
same location. Please check the club Facebook page or website for details
on game time, and join us to cheer on the Cats!!

Website changes
The Topeka Area Catbackers website will soon be updated with several new enhancements as well as a new
Members Only section. This new section will allow us to provide benefits to our members only, such as newsletters,
membership renewal, invites to member only events, updating the contact information, and registering online for
events. Many of these new enhancements will also be on our public side to encourage people to join our club.
Our goal is to improve our communication with current and future members by providing updated information
on upcoming events and accurate contact information for all current members. At the same time, the Contact Us
page will be revamped, the process to join the club or renew a membership will be simplified, and the ability to
register online for all events will become available.
We are currently in the process of looking for additional businesses in our area that would offer a discount to
our memberships. If you are a business owner or know of any business owner(s) that might be interested in offering
a discount, contact Royce White at rwhite@topekaareacatbackers.com or any of our board members listed on our
website under the Contact Us page. We will be happy to visit and explain how their discount can be beneficial to
both the business owner and our club members.
Be sure to visit www.topekaareacatbackers.com to watch us as we add these additional features.
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Topeka Area Catbackers Club Events
October 18th - Annual Football Bus Trip
Thank you to everyone joining us on our bus trip to Oklahoma and helping us
cheer the CATS on to a victory.

October 18th - KSU vs OU Watch Party
Please join us for a watch party on Saturday, October 18th. We are still working on a location
(due to Jeremiah Bullfrogs Live closing) so be sure to check Facebook and our website for
updates. Game time as been scheduled for 11:00am.

November 12th - Topeka Area Catbacker Volleyball Night - KSU vs. KU
Additional details will be emailed, posted on Facebook and on the website

Please mail renewal form and dues of $20 to the address listed to the right.
Make checks payable to: Kansas State Catbackers Inc.
A membership renewal form can be found on our website:

www.topekaareacatbackers.com

Topeka Area Catbackers
P.O. Box 4767
Topeka, KS 66604

Topeka Area Catbackers
c/o Cheryl White
P.O. Box 4767
Topeka, Kansas 66604
cwhite@topekaareacatbackers.com

